UNUSUAL INTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES 



& 



Hie bonds Wflliam and I boi/gfrr 
•ftr our counfnjs defense 
helped build a bowse for us 



HOW U. S. SAVINGS BONDS PAID OFF 
FOR MRS. ROSE NYSSE OF BRISTOL, PA. 

"There's nothing more wonderful than a house 

and garden of your own," says Mrs. Nysse, 

"and no surer way to own one than to save for it 

through U. S. Savings Bonds and the 

safe, sure Payroll Savings Plan!" 





Mrs. Rost' Nysse says, 
"In 1942 William and I 
started making U. S. 
Savings Bonds a part 
of our plan for financial 
security. I joined the 
Payroll Savings Plan 
at the Sweetheart Soap 
Co. where I work, and 
began buying a $100 
bond a month, knowing 
my money was safe and 
working for me. U. S. 
Savings Bonds certain- 
ly make Baving easier!" 




"Savings Bonds alone 
made a $5,000 down 
payment on our house!" 
says Mrs. Nysse. "Al- 
together, we've saved 
$8,000 just in bonds 
bought through Payroll 
Savings, and we are 
keeping right on. When 
we retire, our bonds will 
make the difference be- 
tween comfort and just 
getting by. Bonds offer 
a patriotic and practi- 
cal way to security." 



You can Jo wfia+the Nysses are doing 
--fhe-timeto start- is now! 

Maybe you can't save quite as much as 
William and Rose Nysse; maybe you can 
save more. But the important thing is to 
start now! It only takes three simple steps. 

1 . Make the big decision — to put saving first — 
before you even draw your pay. 

2. Decide to save a regular amount system- 
atically, week after week, or month after month. 
Even small sums, saved on a systematic basis, 
become a large sum in an amazingly short time! 

3. Start saving by signing up today in the 
Payroll Savings Plan where you work. 
You'll be providing security not only for 
yourself and your family, but for the 
blessed free way of life that's so very im- 
portant to every American. 

FOR YOUR SECURITY, AND YOUR 
COUNTRY'S TOO, SAVE NOW- 
THROUGH REGULAR PURCHASE OF 
U. S. SAVINGS BONDS! 




Your government does not pay for this advertisement. It is donated by this publication In 
cooperation with the Advertising Council and the Magasint Fuhtishers of America as 
a public service. * 
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The throne noon of fhotectoh kahnock on 

THE PLANET SIR/ON AT THE KM OF THE SYSTEM/ 



FREE THEM, UNCLE/ THEY MEAN NO HARM/ > 

WILL YOUR CRUELTY KNOW NO END? MY FATHER ' 
WOULD HAVE YOUR HEAD, WERE HE 




BUT HE IS NOT HERE, MY DEAR / MY" ELDER 
BROTHER WAGES A FIVE-YEAR WAR ASAINST 
AN ALIEN INVADER AT THE EDBES OF THE 4 
SALAXY, WHILE I REMAIN HERE AS YOUR 
"GUARDIAN". NOW I THINK' IT'S TIME FOR YOU 
AND ULSAR TO MARRY, EH, ULSAR? 



-oE^ 




F I DARE" AND CAN, VALYA/ WHY 00 YOU 
THINK I'VE KEPT YOU ALIVE THESE 
PAST FIVE YEARS? WHEN YOU ARE OF 
A3E, YOU'LL MARRY A NOBLE OF 
MY CHOICE/ 




rim stephan immediately sent 
for his second-in- command, 
.spac e admiral jon lasim... 

r ; ■ 

JON, YOU'VE SEEN! 
THE REPORTS. 
WHAT'S YOUR 
OPINION? 



FIRST, THOSC TRAITORS MUST BE 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED / THAT'S 
WHY I SENT FOR YOU/ YOU'LL <t 
RETURN TO SIRION AT ONCE AND 
ORGANIZE A 6UERILLA FORCE, IF 
NECESSARY. TO STALL MY BROTHER 
UNTIL WE CAN 



Hams later, a k£tf " 

ROCKET CRUISE* LEFT THE 
BELLY OF THE STAR SHIP. 
SWEEPING OUT FROM THE 
RATH OF THE MIKITY SPACE- 
ARMADA IN A FAREWELL 
SALUTE, AMD HEADED TO - 
WARD THE PLANET SIRION 




AND ONE MONTH AFTERWARDS, ADMIRAL LASIM 
CAUTIOUSLY MADE HIS WAT DOWN A DIMLY- LIT COR 
RIDOR UNDER THE CAPITAL CITY OF SIRION. . . 




JON/ YOU'RE HERE AT LAST/ YOURS WAS 
THE FIRST WORD WE RECEIVED FOR FIVE 
YEARS, ALTHOUGH WE MANAGED TO SEND YOU 
OUR OWN REPORTS / 



_F 



Tut secret asents explained swiftly the 
conditions on the planet. jon lasim listened 
with SROwme ancer. 



KARNOCK ISA MADMAN/ HE'S JUST WAITING FOR 
THE RIGHT MOMENT TO MARRY OFF VALYA AND . 
PROCLAIM HIMSELF KING, THROUGH ULSAR / MEAN- 
WHILE, THE KINGOOM SUFFERS UNDER HIS 
TYRANNICAL RULE / 




T\ 




)'«yji 





Blasting their way into the iwr 
quarters, jon lasim and His DETER- 
MINED BAUD CONFRONTED A STARTLED 
YALYA 

r 




r WE USED TO PLAY T06ETHER * 
WHEN WE WERE CHILDREN, VALYA / 
DON'T YOU REMEMBER ME? I'M JON 
LASM, YOUR FATHER'S SECOND- 
IN-COMMAND / 




STILL AT THE OUTER BOUNDARY 
OF THE SYSTEM/ BUT HE'LL 
RETURN VERY SOON / QUICK — 
THERE'S NO MORE TIME TO EX- 
PLAIN. YOU MUST COME WITH US/ 
THE PALACE SUARDS ARE 

V. ALERTED BY NOW / 



0ON-- WE'RE TOO LATE f 
THEY'LL TRAP US BEFORE WE 

can rrT nrr Tn y~"P b^ 

>! / LEAVE ME / YOU'LL - 
HAVE A BETTER < 

CHANCE TO ESCAPE 
THEN /I'LL DELAY THEM/ 



BY NOW, THE ENTIRE CONTINGENT OF 
KARNOClfS ARMED BODYGUARDS HAD 
REACHED THE MLACE-WING. JON AND 
HIS HEN RAN DESPERATELY DOWN 
THE STEPS TO THEIR WAITING ROCKET 
CRUISER IN THE UTS BELO W. . . 
r THERE THEY ARE/DON'T' 




LET THEM GET AWAY 



'"AFTER THEM, FOOLS / WE CAN STILL CORNER THEM 
IN THE STRATOSPHERE / GENERAL , SEND YOUR 





KARHOCKS INTERCEPTORS ROSE AFTER 
THE SMALL CRUISER, ONLY TO BE 
SENT REEUNS DOWN, SHATTERED FROM 
THE COMBINED RAY-BARRASE Of 
LASIM'S MARKSMANSHIP f _^ 



BEAR TWO DEGREES LEFT! jDiRECT HIT, 

COORDINATES ZERO J^ SIR / 

ZERO— FOUR / 



The furious enemy watched 
their ouarry tear throush 
an opening in their trap 
and sweep rapidly out to 
the heavens and into spacer 




BUT PURSUIT WAS USELESS. THE MYSTERIOUS 
GUERILLAS DISAPPEARED AS SWIFTLY AS THET 
HAD COME / IN KARNOCK'S HEADOUARTERS , 
LATER. .^\W 




MOW MOAN A TREMENDOUS STRUGGLE BE- 
TWEEN TWO DETERMINED SIDES. BUT TRY AS 
THEY, COULD, KARNOCK'S FORCES COULD NOT 
CAPTURE LASIM'S GUERILLA SPACE-FLEEC 
SHIP AFTER PALACE- SHIR CRASHED M 
FLAMES 




jon was everywhere in the succeeding mouths, 
harassing, countering, hindering karnock over 
the entire planet. his reputation grew each passing 
bay, for the people hao now recognized him as 
their champion. 




BUT THE YOUNG SPACE ADMIRAL 
HAP ANOTHER REASON FOR 
OPPOSING THE CUNNING PROTECTOR., 
HE AND YALTA HAD FALLEN IN LOVE, 
ANO HER MARRIAGE HAO TOBE/ / ONE 
STOPPED AT ALL COSTS/ / /DAY WE 

' VALYA, IF YOU ONLY KNEW/ / ™l:Kf| 
HOW MUCH I CARE.. / / TC 



/AGAIN, JON- 
KNOW IT / 



■-«*•' 



>V» 



XaRNOCK'S HENCHMEN, HOWEVER, 
HAD AT LEAST UNCOVERED LASIM'S 
SECRET BASE. BUT THEIR RULER 
SURPRISED THEM BY HIS NE XT 
ORDERS. 



W NEITHER THE SIRL NOR ^ 

' LASIM ARE TO BE TOUCHED ./ SHE 
WILL SERVE HER PURPOSE AS A 
HOSTAGE IN CASE WE FAIL- - ANO 
BY MAKING LASIM THE SCAPE- 
GOAT, WE CAN RIO OURSELVES 

THE NOBLES WHO OPPOSE US/ 



Thus, the cunning, usurper 
eliminated the leaders of 
the rebellion that was 
brewing among the people 
by blaming their murders 

ON JON/ 



IN THIS WAY, KARNOCK MANAGED 
TO DISUNITE THE PEOPLE WHO 
WERE NOW UNCERTAIN IN THEIR 
ALLEGIANCE TO BOTH SIDES. 
MEANWHILE, KING STEPHAN 
HAD REACHED THE ORBIT OF 
SIR/ON. HE CONTACTED JON 
LASIM. . . 

NO, SHE'S WELL, 

SIRE / BUT I 

MUST MEET YOU 

IMMEDIATELY / 




A short time later, the usurper's huse battle 

SQUADRON SWOOPED DOWN UPON THE SHALL 
ASTEROID IN A SURPRISE ATTACK / 





The valiant suerilla fleet strussled up 
towards the heavens, but thet were no 
match for The deadly fighters op karnock's 
squadron / _ 

sire, they're 
ha, ha / this is your ^■circling under us i 
end, my 'dear" ^^dfml they're escaping 




L ASM AND 
MINI STEPHAN 
ELUDED THE 
POWERFUL FOE 
BY D/VINS UNDER- 
NEATH AND 
SUDDENLY CLMB- 
INS UPWARDS 
IN A TREMEN- 
DOUS ACCELER- 
ATION TACTIC/ 
ONE HOUR LATER, 
THET HAD REACH- 
ED THE SPACE- 
ARMADA THAT 
RESTED OUT- 
SIDE SIRIOffS 
BRUT... 




THE TWO FLEETS 
MET IN A SHATTER' 
INS CLASH THAT 
ROCKED THE 
HEAVENS WITH 
THEIR BLASTS OF 
mSHTY DISRUPTER 
ENERSY AND DES- 
TROYER RATS/ 
IARMOCK MAN- 
OEUVERED DESPER-] 
ATELY, USINS EVERY 
TRICK OF SPACE - 
FLIBHT/ 




HdtE'RE DOOMED /LET US YTRAITOR I YOU'LL 
SURRENDER/ ARRR«HH)1_ DIE FIRST/ 




OS/NS EVERT 
OUNCE OF 
ENERSY JN 
THE VESSEL'S 
DYNAMOS. 
KARNOCK 
BLASTED HIS 
WAY BACK TO 
HIS PALACE 
QUARTERS. 
BUT JON AND 
STEPHAN WERE 
BEHIND HIM / 




^aflw 



But TtK OVKK- THINKING LASIM PLUNSEO OUT 
Op THE SHIP AND DOW// A GUIDE LADDER 
, TOWARDS THE DESPERAT E USURPER... 

r STOP, KARNOCK--OR 
I'LL BLAST YOU WHERE 





l«,.,.: 



WIN CASH PRIZES' 



All you hove fo do <s write o letter of 150 words or less and tell us 
which story you liked best, which you liked second best and which 
you liked third best, and why. ' 

1st PRIZE *i?*:f*'*.,«-«*.-#>-'$l5.00 
2nd PRIZE .». i .ir S f.k.i.5. s ."5.00 
3rd PJ?IZE „.?..»*,.*.,,.»! 3.00 
4th PRIZE ......... . . .2.00 




ftct 



follow these rules corefully- end your letter may be o prize winner! letters to be no longer (Kan 150 
words; give your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of stories in the mogazine,- give your name, address, and age; tell 
us what other magazines you read regularly. The Judges' decision will be final. Duplicate qword* will be- 
made in rose of ties. All entries must be postmarked no later thon MAY 7, 1952 - „ 

Address: Contest Editor, , SPACE ACTION,, .12. W. 47th St., New York 19 



ill 




/* THE FAR REACHES OF SPACE JEntTCT THE ORBITS 
OF MARS AND JUPITER, AN OLD SPACE-PROSPECTOR 
DISCOVERED A TREMENDOUS SHIP SHATTERED AND 
DEVOID OF LIFE AMONG THE DEBRIS OF THE 
ASTEROIDS... 




f hey; well I'll be.../ they were 




BRINGING HOME THIS SHINY METAL / T'AIN'T M 


GOLD THOUGH... LIGHT AS ANYTHING 1 _^mW 1 


LET'S SEE IF IT'S STRONG . . _UM 




^^^^uC, \ M™$y *1| 


JUbM » b^^ jf^ ^ tM^H^Q / "^Z^T* 


*W^ )r&5/ J^k 


^9 


J/i_ ^^^n^^tt^LtJi?' ■^zysi?* 


^1 


p^^^d 


i? 



I MY HAMMER BROKE IN TWO / OF ALL THE 
'STRANGE THINGS I'VE SEEN / THIS SHINY 
STUFF LOOKS GOOO--REAL GOOD / 1 
BETTER CONTACT EARTH RIGHT AWAY/ 






r^ 



/* no rate, earth and its sister planets 
received the mews, amd tho weeks after 
the arrival of the mining ship, soverhmemt 
officials amd scientific teams were soom 
busy analyzinb- the properties of this 
fantastic mew metal, named asteroioium by 
the old prospector.. ~ 



Pandemonium raced in industry | 
and business, for asteroidhjm 
could be used to build durable 
spaceships/ two biant corp - 
orations, deadly rivals , vied 
with one another to bet 
monopolies on the metal, which, 
by spectroscopic analysis, 
came from one of saturn's 

MOONS |||) .,.. 



.GENTLEMEN - - GENTLEMEN / 1 
~ ORDER, PLEASE I 



THE WORLD COUNCIL 
IS PREPARED TO GIVE 
EACH OF YOUR COM- 
PANIES A CHARTER 
TO ESTABLISH YOUR 
'CLAIM ON THIS MOON, 
PROVIDING THE FIRST, 
ONE WHO GETS 
THERE AND BRINGS 
BACK A SUITABLE 
SAMPLE WILL BAIN 
ALL RIGHTS TO ITS 
SALES AND DISTRIBU 
TION / 



WANTED 
ME, MR. 
CARTLEY? 



YES —TAKE OUR FASTEST ^\ 
' CRUISER AND BLAST OFF FOR \ 
ITHAT MOON TONIGHT/ YOU'LL 
T CIRCLE ABOUT IT IN ORBIT AND 
SMASH WINTERS, IN CASE HE 
BEATS ME THERE / NOTHING IS 
OING TO STOP ME FROM 
I THAT 
NOTHING I 



lOl 



The race was on between the two 
firms/ specially -designed space- 
ships were constructed for the 
race to the moon and back. vin- 
cent cartley, president of inter- 
sol lines, however, was mot 
taking any chances... 



WAGNER--COME HERE /] 
EVANS -MAKE SURE WE , 
HAVE EVERYTHING I 
FAILURE WILL MEAN YOUR J 



RUIN / 



IN SHARP CONTRAST TO THE UNSCRUPULOUS 
OLD MAN, WAS THE FAST- RISING YOUNG 
INDUSTRIALIST, LAWRENCE WINTERS , FOUNDER OF 
PLANETARY METALS, INC. WITH HIM WAS HIS 
BEAUTIFUL FIANCJE, MARCO CARTLEY... 

r I HOPE FATHER WON'T TRY 



. UNDERHANDED 



HIS USUAL I 
TACTICS, LARRY/ I'M 
WORRH 



NOT AS MUCH AS 
HE'LL BE, WHEN 
HE -FINDS I'M 
MARRYING HIS 

DAUGHTER AFTER 
THIS RACE -- WIN, 
, OR DRAW 



«?. 



BUT BEHIND HIS SOOD-NATURED ATTITUDE, LARRT 
WINTERS WAS DETERMINEDLY SUPERVISING THE CON- 
STRUCTION OF HIS SHIP. SUDDENLY, THERE WAS AN 
OMINOUS CREAKING OP ORDERS OVERHEAD, AND 




THAT 
WASN'T 




AS PRESCRIBED ST GOVERNMENT RULINO, THE TWO 
SHIPS HAD TO TAKE OFF AT THE SAME TIME. MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE WATCHED OVER THEIR TELECASTERS AS 
THE TWO SHIPS JOCKIED FOR POSITION 




MEANWHILE, NEAR THE ORBIT OF SATURN, A 
TERRIBLE EVENT HAD OCCURRED TO WASHER, , 
CARTLET'S HENCHMAN/ AN ALIEN VESSEL FROM 
OUTER SPACE HAD CAPTURED THE EARTH SHIP/ 



Y-YES/ BUT 

WHO ARE-- 
WHAT ARE 
YOU? WHERE 
ARE YOU FROM? 
PLEASE--LET 
ME GO/ 




KILL THIS ONE'S COMPANIONS AND 
DESTROY THEIR SHIP, XARTAL/ WE WILL 
LIE IN WAIT FOR THOSE OTHER VES- 
SELS, BUT WE SHALL NOT HARM THEM 
UNTIL ONE OF THEM HAS MINED THE 
METAL — THEN WE WILL STRIKE/ 

WITH THIS METAL, WE CAN BUILD 
A SPACE ARMADA THAT WILL 
CONQUER ALL OTHER LIFE I WE • 
SHALL MAKE THESE EARTHLIWS 
OUR SLAVES / 



With the race underway for ah hour, larry 
winters and his crew were sriuly iiakin& 
preparations to shunt open the accel - 
eration jets'. when. 




The inter-sol 
vessel spurted ahead. 
all rockets wide 
open, heading for the 
unexplored moon of 
sutterins saturn... 




And with jets switched on 
and off alternately, larry 
caused his ship to flip end- 
over -end like a knife whiz- 
zinc thr0u6h space, each 
turnover adding to the 
momentum of his course/ 





But before winters could reply, a sum form 
srasged the ampl o-mike amd h urled defiant 

WORDS INTO SPACE/ f 



THIS 6 MARGO, DAD / ' 
I LOVE LARRY / IF YOU . 
HARM HIM, I'LL NEVER.; 
SEE YOU AGAIN / 




WATCMNt THE DRAMA THAT WAS UNFOLDING 
OH THE SMALL MOON THROUGH ITS SCANNER 
KAY WAS THE ALIEN SHIP THAT HAO LURKED 
OUIETLY IN SPACE. HOW, AFTER WE TWO CORP- 
MATIOM SHIPS LANDED NEAR EACH OTHER. 
IT CAME TO LIFE f 




AS W OF BOTH MINING MRTIES 
STOPPED IN THEIR TRACKS JO GAZE 
IN AWE AT THE APPROACH OF THE 
POWERFUL SPACE DREADNAUGHT, 
A COMMANDING VOICE CRACKLED 
THROUGH THE ETHER I 



QUICK --WE 
'HAVE TO DO SOME-] 
^THIN6/ THEY'LL 

/tou're\kill US WITH 

I RIGHT l^r*- OUT 

GET ▼HESITATION / 
J SACK TO 
«VOUR SHIP/ 






Sa 



COME ON, MARBO ( ^ 
RUN FOR IT/ THIS IS ' 

NO LONGER A FIGHT 

BETWEEN OURSELVES - 

THIS IS THE PRELUDE 

TO AN INVASION 

FROM OUTER 

SPACE / 



WINTSRS--LO0K 


FYES-- OUR 


HOLDS ARE 


AFTER MARGO/ 


/FILLED/ OUR ONLY CHANCE 


HAVE TOU MINED - 


t IS TO TRY 


AND FIGHT 


ENOUGH OF d 


F> THEM IN SPACE, ALTHOUGH 


JHE METAL?^F 


I DOUBT WE CAN LAST 




LONG/ WE'RE 


NO MATCH 


L ™BnHM. FOR 




ALONE AN 


ALIEN y 




\ DREADNAUGHT / T**ST\ 


\v^5m 


Wv\^\ 


fef 


Wf f — j^\ 


^\ % 


Brs-'® 


\ \^-l 


/% tar/yy 


%>fk 


wit 


-^*^cT_l 


v-Li 






7^1., J 






While outrun ship veered wildly 

FROM SICE TO SIDE, A BLACKENEP, 
SMOKINS HULK, LAmr TRIED DESPER- 
ATELY TO OUTMANEUVER THE ALIEN FOE. 




ttOCKINS TO AND FHO, LARRY'S SHIP MANASED TO 
STAY AHEAD OF THE ONCOMINS MONSTER VESSEL. SUD- 
DENLY, A TEUSCREEN UT UR IN THE NAYISAT1CN 
ROOK, AND eARTLEY APPEARED/ 



MARDO, LARRY, AND HIS CREW COULD ONLY FOLLOW 
OUT CARTLEY'S ORDERS IF THEY WERE TO STAY 

AIMS/ THE ALIENS HAD SEEN CARTLEYS VESSEL 
SNEAK UP BEHIND THEIR SHIP, PUT.. . 





The survivors watched solemnly as the two 
vessels fused tosethek in one final spurt 
of flame and fell into the sun/ 



NO, DARLING— FOR "^ 
MANKIND/ I THINK HE 
KNEW WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 
IF THOSE ALIENS HAD KILLED 
US/ WE'RE GOING HOME, 
MARGO-- HOME TO GIVE OUR 
PEOPLE A NEW METAL 
AND A NEW LIFE/ 




A.HO HI THE DM* KOOA I. 



I WAS HI6HT / IT IS 
THURINIUM, ALMOST PURE / 
THE RICHEST DEPOSIT IN THE 
UNIVERSE / I COULD HOLO THE 
WORLO IN THE PALM OF MY 

HAND IF I COULD REACH THAT 
UNKNOWN DARK PLANET / y 



A Few MINUTtS lATtK. 



HETKAR? SENATOR 
SOR6...I HAVE 
MADE A FABULOUS 
DISCOVERT /I'LL 
BE AT YOUR 
PLACE IN HALF 
AN HOUR / 



Whch to rn terr we aesat- 

VATOKY... 



NEO- OXIDE WX4...WHY,THAT'S 
THE TEST FOR THURINIUM / 
SO THAT'S THE GREAT 
DISCOVERY BORG MADE I AND 
INSTEAD OF REPORTINO IT TO 
THE ENEROY COMMITTEE, HE'S 
CONTACTINS HETKAR / I'VE GOT 




But as lex mist ered stkensth to wok out 
of the window. 

magnetic grapplers / i'm being 
towed / but where? and by whom? 
i've never seen space craft 
like these / 




BAYS PASSED INTO WEEKS AND WEEKS INTO 
MONTHS, ON THE STRAHBE PLANET OF TELEMOS. 
THE EARTHUNO LOST HIS HEART TO THE BEAUTI 



fUL DAUGHTER OF HIS HOST. . . f 
r WHAT IS IT, ^YES, SAIL— YOUR LIFE OF PEACE 



LATER, AT THE DEUAREST HOME... 




MANY BAYS LATE/I... 



THIS IS MARYLAND / 
I HAVE A SUMMER HOME 
HERE? THIS SPOT IS 
ISOLATED-- HO ONE 

WILL NOTICE US / 




BORG IS YOUR TRAITOR, ^ 

FELLOW senators; he and ^ 

HETXAR.THE ARMS MAGNATE, 
SENT ME INTO SPACE EXILE 
WHEN X DISCOVERED THEIR 
PLANS TO LAY HANDS ON A 
SECRET SOURCE OF THURINIUM 
AND SEIZE POWER / 




NO ONE IS ^^f 
GETTING THROUGH/ 
YOUR WORLD SENATE 
IS SAFE, LEX / a 


THANKS TO YOU AND THE 
^ FORCE RAY/ HEY-- BORG IS 
1 RUSHING TOWARD THE 
► FORCE PERIPHERY/ BORG, 
COME BACK / IT'S A DEATH, 






mfi'-y^Kr- '^M 








^E 
















r y$& 


^Sfc 




r\ S3^ 


j^TJrl I rss> 





Latch, when the cahnase was over. . 



CAMERON, WE ARE ^ 7 WAS SAVED FROM ' 
DEEPLY IN YOUR DEBT' EXILE BY MEN FROM 
YOU'VE SAVED THE , TELEMOS, THE PLANET 
WORLD SENATE AND f OF PEACE, A NEW 
PRESERVED PEACE / *i I PLANET NOT YET "™ 
BUT" THIS FORCE. RAY._ DISCOVERED BY US f 
WHERE DID IT COME J THEY'VE NEVER HAD 
FROM? u^ — !/> A WAR THERE AND ARE 
HUNDREDS OF YEARS 
AHEAD OF US SCIENTIFIC 





THE GREEN MENACE OF LANDAR 



Only Pirn wis bitter when Thaido, ruler of Lan- 
<Ur, announced the betrothal of his daughter Raspa, 
to Warren the Earthman. Disappointment ate into 
Pirn's heart, and he thought, this was his reward 
for his service to Thaido and Landar, too. The long 
hours in the laboratory, the sleepless. .nights striving 
to solve the mysteries of the unknown, to help make 
Landar great — and Thaido famous. 

He sneered cynically now, his dour face scowling 
with inner rage, as he watched them dancing in the 
courtyard below. All through the capital city, Man- 
rhos, the citizens were celebrating the announcement. 
Only Parn was bitter, for he loved the beautiful 
Raspa and had hoped her father would see the logic 
of Para as a mate for the girl. 

"The accursed Earthman," he said aloud. "If I 
had my way, his bones would be rotting in the 
Desert of Basha."' He turned away from the balcony 
railing and walked rapidly down the corridor. He 
entered his laboratory and turned on the light. His 
eyes traveled over the reticules, test tubes, flasks- 
all the equipment that made up his life's w*rk, for 
Para was the greatest scientist on Landar. 

He smiled as he fondled a cylindrical tube. For 
this contained his latest discovery. The deadly green 
gas known only as "N". It was still Parn's secret. 
The cylinder contained enough capsules to destroy 
an entire army ! He heard footsteps outside the labor- 
atory and dropped the cylinder into his pocket, turn- 
ing to face the door which swung open. 

It was Thaido. He said, "I saw the light, and took 
the liberty, Parn. Warren has left. He is on a diplo- 
matic mission to Saturn. But, Parn, where were you?" 

Parn drew himself to his full height, "I stayed 
away. Did you think I would attend such an affair? 
It was a mockery! An outrage to the citizens of 
Landar!" 

Thaido stepped closer. "What are you saying? 
Raspa loves Warren. 1 know what's eating you, Parn. 
Yau love her, too — you're jealous! Well, you stay 
here, in the laboratory where you belong. My daugh- 
ter marries whom she will!" 

Then rage shook Parn and he lost his sense of 
discretion. He screamed, "It was my inventions that 
made you great! Without me, you would be noth- 
ing ... a ruler without a nation, an outlaw, hiding 
in the hills! I . . ." 

He was cut short by a sharp slap from Thaido. 
Thaldo's face was white, his voice tense, as he said 
quietly, "We were all part of the movement to lib- 
erate Landar from the Moon-Men. I was a soldier — 



you a scientist. We worked together that way. But 
now, you've spoken your piece, Parn ! You're danger- 
ous! You know what that means . . ." 

Parn said, "Yes, I suppose you'll exile me to XO, 
eh?" 

"Right!" Thaido said. "Fortunately we have no 
capital punishment on Landar, or you would be ex- 
ecuted. Prepare to leave in an hour." 

Parn bowed slightly. He could have escaped easily. 
One whiff of .the Green Gas, and Thaido would have 
been horribly dead. But in Parn's mind, a plan was 
forming, a crafty, treacherous plan. Once on XO, the 
small mass that was within Landar's gravity orbit, he 
would be with other political exiles. Each of these 
men had cause to hate Thaido. Each would be ready 
to strike a blow against him. Parn smiled faintly— 
he would yet get his revenge on Thaido, and have 
Raspa, too! 

The weeks passed quickly on XO. Parn had made 
his plans, and explained them to his fellow con- 
spirators. They were seated in 1 a rude cabin on the 
farther side of XO. His glance took them in— Trath, 
the General who had attempted a revolution; Kasco, 
the one-time foreign minister, who had made a bad 
treaty; Hondo; who had sold military secrets of 
Landar to Jupiter — and the others. All desperate 
men, eager to get back to Landar, and to strike a 
blow against Thaido. t 

Parn said, "You all understand what is to be 
done ? Tomorr6w, we strike our first blow. We will 
wipe out the garrison here, steal the rocket ships and 
land on the barren shore of Landar. Understood?" 

Trath said, "This gas, now! How do we know ir- 
won't affect its} I've seen it work on rabbits and 
small animals . . . but will it have any effect on us?" 

Parn explained, "I have not wasted my time here. 
I have used it to very good advantage." He showed 
them a large, transparent plastic container, jvhich 
was filled with pills. "Under the guise of com- 
pounding headache pills in the Post medical head- 
quarters pharmacy, 1 made up these pills which con- 
tain a compound that neutralizes the Green Gas. It 
was amusing to me to work under the eyes of 
Thaldo's Security Officer." 

He smiled grimly, "For- the first time in history, 
an army numbering only thirty men, will conquer a 
nation. For with my Gas, nothing can stand before 
us." 

Trath said, "I don't think it will work. After all, 
if Thaido mobilizes Group A, we're licked!" 



The others podded. But Parn smiled grimly. 
"Group A numbers exactly one hundred men. You 
seem to forget that since my invention — the atomic 
death ring — Landar has been practically without an 
army. There has been no danger of invasion, for no 
one can penetrate the ring around Landar. The last 
military action was when Trath attempted an insur- 
rection, and that was fifteen year's ago." 

But Trath pressed his point. "I still say that if 
Group A catches us with those spray guns, we'll be 
out of luck." 

Parn said, "Trust me. You see, we still hold an 
ace. According to Landar Ritual, Raspa must go to 
the Temple of Vord, to take her nuptial vows. If 
we can kidnap her, Group A will never be mobilized, 
and Thaldo will do as we ask!" 

Trath nodded. "You're a cagey' one, all right, 
Parn! When do we start?" 

Parn said, "At Guard Mount tomorrow. Exactly at 
noon." 

It was all over very quickly, XO was manned by 
an officer and ten enlisted men. As they formed up 
for guard mount, Parn passed by. Aiming his cyl- 
inder, he squirted a small stream of the gas at die ■ 
soldiers. A green cloud enveloped them, and in a 
moment, they were dead, their flesh turning a ghastly 
green. 

Parn had handed his followers anti-gas pills. Each 
of therohad taken one, and even as the cloud settled 
over the unfortunate soldiers, Parn's men ran among 
them, seizing weapons and ammunition belts from 
the bodies of the fallen. 

In a group they ran for *he rocket space ship 
hangars. A burst of bullets from a spray gun cut 
down the guard at the hangar and the inter-cosmic 
radio operator, before the latter had a chance to send 
a message. Then, the conspirators were loaded, into 
the rocket ships, and the four carriers that made up 
the XO patrol fleet wa$ soon winging toward the 
■barren North shore of Landar." An hour later, they 
had landed, and were marching double-quick toward. 
the Temple of Vord. 

They used the green gas again to capture a jet- 
drive auto bus to speed therri on to Vord. They 
hurled the corpses of men, women and children, who | 
had been passengers on the ill-fated bus, into a ditch, 
and sped on their way. There was no trouble at the 
Temple of Vord. They captured Raspa quite easily. 
She was meditating in the great room of the Temple, 
after the fashion of the noble-women of Landar. 

They burst in, and a whiff of the Green Gas dis- 
patched the High Priestess. Raspa turned at the com- 
motion, only to have a blow from a spray gun butt 
knock her senseless. 

Now, they stood before the Palace at Manthos, 
and if there had been any thought of mobilizing 
Group A, the crack shock troops of Landar, it was 



too late, for Parn's Gas had caught the men in their 
barracks, and all were dead. 

Parn relished the thought of facing Thaldo. And 
in a few moments, he had his wish. Thaldo came 
before him, guarded by two of the conspirators. 

Parn had sent an ultimatum ahead by special 
courier. Either Thaldo gave in, or Raspa died. The 
demands were that Parn become ruler of Landar, and 
Raspa be made his queen. That Warren, the Earth- 
man be executed on sight, and that the insurgents 
be placed in power. 

Now Thaldo glared at his captor. "I'll never give 
in," be.shouted. "Never!" 

» But Parn merely smiled. The unconscious Raspa 
was brought in and placed on the floor. Parn said, 
"In two seconds, I'll turn the gas on her! Which is 
it, Thaldo?" He pointed the cylinder. Thaldo knew 
how deadly the gas was, So, sadly, he consented. 
Parn signalled two of the men forward. He pointed 
to Thaldo. "See that he's locked up." Then he gath> 
ered Raspa into his arms and carried her into the 
palace. He set her down on a couch, and holding a 
bottle of smelling salts under her nose, brought her to. 

He smiled at her. "You are to be my bride, Raspa." 

She made no reply, but glared at him with com- 
plete hatred. 

Meanwhile, as Thaldo was being led to the dun- 
geons below the Palace, and his two guards led him 
around a dark corner, a figure stepped out of the 
shadows, and with two swift blows from a spray 
gun butt, smashed his captors to the floor. 

Thaldo said, "I was hoping you'd come!" 

It was Warren, the Earthman! "I acted as soon 
as you sent me the radio distress message! Parn 
figured everything but that you'd get alarmed if there 
was no report from XO. Well, I hurried there, and 
found them all dead! Fortunately, some of the gas 
that had killed them gathered in a hollow, and our 
earth chemists were able to analyze it." Warren 
laughed. "Parn is really due for a surprise. Our 
people were able to whip up an antidote to the gas. 
A pill. AH my men have taken it, so they are im- 
mune. We're ready to attack at once. My men have 
been hiding in the sub basement for two days now. 
If Parn only knew I had been watching his every 
move since he came back to Manthos!" 

The end was swift. Parn and his followers were 
celebrating their victory, when Warren and his men 
appeared. Spray guns chattered, and Parn turned on 
the gas cylinder. He was horrified when it had no 
effect. He died with the grimace of horror on his 
face as Warren's spray gun cut him down! 

Some minutes later, Thaldo smiled as he saw his- 

daughter Raspa and Warren smiling into each other's 

eyes, and thought how wonderful it was to have »_ 

son-in-law who would some day be able to take over. 

THE END 



THE NEtT OAY, RAND MADE HIS 
REPORT TO EARTH'S l.p. 
HEADQUARTERS. .. 



8y jupiter, rand.' the seven 
planet council was furious 
because of bartow's escape.' 
but it all turneo out well/ 
look at this video 
transcript; 



GROUP FOUR GOT TOUR 
/MESSAGE OF THE ESCAPE 
AND BEAMEO IN ON 
8ARTOWS SHIP HEADING ' 
STRAIGHT FOR THE ARTI- 
vFICIAL SUN, SOLAR.' 



THE FOOL' HEl NOTHING CAN WI7H-V 
FLEW RIGHT VsTAND THE WITHERING ) 
INTO THE -< HEAT PUT OUT 8Y THE J 
ATOMIC HEAT ) ATOMIC FURNACES ON \ 
RAT AND -5. SOLAR.' BARTOW HAS 
DISAPPEARED/1 BEEN DESTROYED/ 




THE SLIGHT CHILL ON EARTH WAS NOTHING BT 
COMPARISON TO THE RAGING SNOWSTORM .. .THE 
FIRST IH SCO YEARS ... TO MANTLE 
THE PLANET VENUS ' 



ANO THREE DAYS LATER. A COLO CALA 
SWGL/LFEO FAR-FLUNG SATURN'S BOfKBO 
CITIES THAT HAO SEEN 80A1SAR0E0 WITH AH 
UNREiemiNG SNOWSTORM... 




KON A C0LD.FREEZIN6 ASPECT 
. A HUGE SUOW FIELD 

ernmost ernes of ear™. . 




ANO ALL OVER THE SEVEN PLANETS, THE DOOUEO 
POPULACE SWARMED TO COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS! 
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OESPERATE SEVEN PLANET COUNCIL HEW A 
LIFE OR D£A7H BMERGBVC/ A4fC7WS.-- : 

COUNCILORS- WE HAVE ALL AGREED TO'PAY 
THE TRIBUTE ' ALL TRIBUTE CARGO CARRIERS 
WILL LEAVE FOR SOLAR AT ONCE / 




THERE'S NO TIME COR SYM- 
PATHY.. . BARTOW MUST BE 
DESTROYED .' THERE IS A 
WAY.' MY ANCESTOR PRO- 
VIOEO FOR IT WHEN ME BUILT 

SOLAR! IT'S A CHANCE TO 
TAKE, BUT IF SUCCESSFUL, 
THE OLO.OYINL3 SUN WILL 

BE RESTORED/ AND 

BARTOW... D-OESTROYED.' 

BUT WE MUST SET 




f GET HIS KEY, ^ ^ fek\ 
ERICA, AND FREE J. ^fc\ 
, MY MEN 1 yO^jH"* 




ill 

ftffl 



ALL RIGHT.MEN-.. DISBAND 
TO YOUR FLIGHT POSITIONS/ J 
CLOSE THE PORTS/ 





BUT RANO WAS WAY AHEAD OF BARTOW ... A TWN 
STREAK OF ATOMIC avERSY IANCSO INTO VHB 
V-GMV STRUCTURE, ANO... 

WE'RE FREE.' QUICK.' BEAM IN ALL J 
CAPTAINS OF THE TRIBUTE 
ARMAOA AT ONCE .' 




CAPTAINS OF THE ARMADA ... STAND BY,. .THIS 
IS CAPT. DICK RAND OF I. P. GROUP ONE / 

LISTEN TO THIS MESSAGE BY ERICA 

LINDSTROM OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS 

LINDSTROM FAMILY 




An Amazing NEW HEALTH SUPPORTER BELT 




km' FKEE TRIAL a CHEVALIER HEALTH- 

will pov poilmon 13.98 (phis postaoe) with 
ihoi includes my FREE pouch. In 10 days, 
CHEVAtlER to you and you will return 
■ull and final 



RONNIE SALES, INC., Dept. 9306 E 487 Broadway, N. Y. 13, N. Y. 



| purchaie price. 




j fSend tiring the tilt of yaur waist if no lope ramji 


re is handy J 




1 r;, Y —J t__. •:,„,. 
■ Q Save oSt po»foge.We pay postage if you enclc 
1 now. Same Free Trial and refund privilege. 
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An Amazing Invention -"Magic Art Reproducer" 



DRAW The First Day 

You Can Draw Your Family, Friends, Anything From REAL LIFE* 
Like An Artist... Even if You CAN'T DRAW A Straight Line! 



NO LESSONS! 
NO TALENT! 



Anyone can Draw With This 
Amazing New Invention — 

Instantly I 



ALSO EXCELLENT FOR EVERY OTHER 
TYPE OF DRAWING! 




Also Copy Any Picture — Con Reduce or Enlarge Any Picture! 
Yes, anyone from 5 to 80 can draw or sketch or paint any- 
thing now . . . the very first time you use the "Magic Art 
Reproducer" like a professional artist — no matter how 
"hopeless" you think you are! It automatically reproduces 
anything you want to draw on any sheet or paper. Then 
easily and quickly follow the lines of the "picture image" 
with your pencil . . and you have an accurate original 
drawing that anyone would think an artist had done. Also 
makes drawing larger or smaller as you wish. Anyone can 
use it on any desk, table, board, etc. — indoors or outdoors! 
No other lessons or practice or talent needed! 
Hove funt Be popular! Everyone will ask you to draw them. 
You'll be in demand! After a short time, you may find you 
can draw well without the "Magic Art Reproducer" be- 
cause you have developed a "knack" and feeling artists 
have — which may lead to a good paying art career. 

SEND NO MONEY! 

Free 10-Day Trial! 

Jur.l send name and address. 
Pay postman on delivery $1.98 
plus postage. Or send only 
$1.98 with order and we pay 
postage. You must be con- 
vinced (hat you can draw any- 
thing like an artist, or return 
merchandise after 10-day trial 
and your money will be re- 
funded. 



• Still life, voies, bowl, of 
fruit, lompi, furniture, oil 




* Copy designs, blueprints, 
decorationi, etc. for wood- 
work, machine, for needle, 
work, crocheting, knitting 




FREE! 



"Simple 
Secrets of 
Art Tricks - 
of the Trade" 



This valuable Illustrated guide is 
yours FREE Mfth order of "Magic 
Art Reproducer." Easy ABC art 
tricks that anyone can /ollow on dif- 
ferent techniques, effects, propor- 
tions, perspectives, shading, color, 
animated cartoons, human figures to 
use with "Magic Art Reproducer" 
for added touches to your drawings. 



NORTON PRODUCTS, Dept. 7106 
296 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 



FREE 10-DAY TRIAL COUPON! 



NORTON PRODUCTS, Dept. 7106 
296 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 

Rush my "Magic Art Reproducer" plus FREE illiis- 
trated guide Simple Secrets ef Art Tricks of the Trade. 
I will pay postman on delivery only 81.98 plus postage. 
I must be convinced that I can draw anything like an 
artist, or I can return merchandise After 10-day trial 
and get my money back. 



Name *••«#■ 

Address. «. 

City & Zone State. 



\fO\JftDBtS , ?Cijm A Los— ^AwHxy CAmgteuO 5 M-WwwfiaS 7-J 



